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The attention of subscribers is drawn to the fact 
that owing to the large number of recruits who have 
left the Postal Service for the Army, and the necessary 
reorganization of the Staff, some delay in the delivery 
of the “Library World’’ may occur in the post at 
home as well as abroad. 
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address. 

Name 

Address 


Cheques, Postal Orders, &c., should be made payalle to The Library World. 
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EDITORIAL. 


The President has informed the Council of the Library 
Association that Mr. G. F. Barwick has accepted the office of 
joint honorary secretary of the Association with Mr. Pacy 
We welcome the news, because it is evident that if the Library 
Association is to assume its just position as the organization of 
librarianship, all the staffs of all the national libraries in the 
Empire must be prominently identified with it. Hitherto 
we have had Keepers of the Printed Books as presidents, and 
in that high office they have exercised wholesome influence, 
but everyone knows that the most significant position in such 
a society as ours is the secretaryship, and it is well that a 
man who is near the head of the profession should be willing 
to serve in that office. Mr. Barwick has won our respect and 
esteem by his unassuming and genial qualities, his readiness to 
help, and his unvarying friendliness. We wish him a pleasant 
time of office, and we feel sure that Mr. Pacy will find in him 
the sort of colleague he would desire to have. On the public 
side we believe the influence of Mr. Barwick’s name and 
position will lend additional weight to the office ; a matter of 
no mean consequence in our time. 

* * * 


Whether this is the idea/ solution of the secretarial position 
or not is another matter. Union is strength, of course, and 
knowing the respective qualities of the joint honorary secre- 
taries we have no doubt that increased strength will result ; 
and not the division that a divided office too frequently brings 
with it. Our contributor “ Callimachus”’ provides us with 
his promised constructive statement on the Library Association 
this month—an article we are glad to produce without 
necessarily endorsing it—and he makes out what would seem 
to be the ideal case. There are difficulties which he does not 
seek to minimise, and which may be summed up in two phrases : 
the difficulty of finding the right man, and the difficulty of 
paying him and promising him tenure of office. To the 
salaried secretary we must come, ultimately, however, if we 
are to exercise any continuous influence and pursue any con- 
sistent policy over a term of years. 

* * 


The economic position of the%country has its reflex action 
upon libraries as upon everything and every one else. The 
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var‘ous successive and increasing awards of the Committee on 
Production have raised the wages of workers beyond even the 
conceptions of pre-war days ; with the necessary consequence 
that every commodity has appreciated in cost to an unheard 
of degree. If one type of worker is to live in comparative 
affluence it is only fair that other types should approximate 
to that condition ; and as the technical manual workers engaged 
by municipalities have benefited by the various awards, so 
to an equivalent extent in some communities have the pro- 
fessional and clerical workers. Hence library staffs, which in 
most towns are considered to be part of the municipal staff, 
are sharing in the present inflation of salaries and wages. 
In some places this has now reached as much as an addition of 
£65 per annum to every member of the staff. In relation to 
the spending power of libraries this is a large’ sum,¥ and if 
libraries were funder-financed in peace times, the situation is 
critical now. The libraries, in relation to these war bonuses, 
are in a category by themselves. Their payment is just 
enough, but it is imposed not by the library committee but 
by its authority, the municipality. But whereas all other 
municipal departments are able to raise increased rates to meet 
increased expenditure, the libraries have no power to do this. 
The only just method would be for municipalities to levy a 
special “‘ bonus rate "’ to cover the bonuses of the whole of their 
staffs, leaving the ordinary rate product to cover normal 
salaries. Could not some such suggestion be laid before the 
municipalities by the Library Association ? 
* * * 

The date of the Annual Business Meeting of the Library 
Association—as distinct from the Annual Conference, which 
will not be held—has not yet been announced ; but has probably 
been fixed for early in October. It is a dreary meeting as a 
rule, and this one will be confined to the adopting of an already 
determined upon and printed annual report, which, as it will 
record little activity, will not be inspiring. We hope that 
members from far and‘near will attend, and that a vigorous 
effort will be made to get some work done. Members have a 
right to ask the legal grounds upon which the Council postpones 
annual election in defiance of the charter : what has become of 
the Library School scheme ; whether there is any truth in the 
statement that they have been provided with administrative 
funds ; and if they have, what use they have made of them ; 
whether the monthly meetings are to be postponed indefinitely ; 
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and why no Annual Conference has been called this year. Quite 
an interesting afternoon might be spent in extracting answers 
to these questions from our gracious leaders. We hope we 
shall get it. 

* * * 

We have learned with pleasure that the second Summer 
Schoo! of Librarianship at Aberystwyth has met with success 
similar to that which attended the first. The programme of 
lectures was excellent, and there were some good “ extra”’ 
activities, including a valuable debate on the librarian versus the 
teacher (to put it rather,crudely), which{cleared the air a great 
deal. We congratulate Mr. Ballinger,and his co-operators on 
an excellent work again successfully accomplished, 

* * * 

We have to acknowledge the receipt of several interesting 
letters from our readers. Some of these are incorporated in 
our notes from time to time ; and in general they prove con- 
clusively that the policy of THE LipRARY WorLD meets with 
the approval of a large body of library workers. We welcome 
such correspondence, and assure our readers that our one 
endeavour is to sustain their interests and to forward by every 
means the cause of libraries everywhere. 

* * * 

A letter has been sent by the Library Association to 
library authorities asking the latter to adopt “a suitable 
standard of qualification for entry on library service,’’ and 
urging that the developments which have taken place call for 
a higher one. A grading of staffs is suggested, in which 
juniors must be able to pass a test equal to the highest class 
of a public elementary school ; second-grade assistants must 
be 17, and have matriculated or passed an equivalent examina- 
tion ; seniors be candidates from the second grade who have, 
in addition, passed not less than three of the Library Associa- 
tion examinations ; and librarians and heads of departments 
should be selected from the graded staff. The graded staff 
is not to include clerks, book-keepers, stenographers, atten- 
dants and other workers who are not specially trained. The 
scheme is good, but the time is singularly inopportune for 
launching the letter. Most libraries have large temporary 
staffs of girls, and it is confusing to try to deal with per- 
manent staffs when such staffs are practically non-existent, 
It demands care‘ul consideration, however, and only has the 
fault of being rather an ancient notion. 
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NOTES ON RARE BOOKS.* 


By James P. R. LYELL. 


I.—‘‘ SCHOLA THAMENSIS.” 

SCHOLA THAMENSIS EX FUNDATIONE IOANNIS WILLIAMS 
Mi.iTIs, WILLIAMS DE THAME. (London : H. Bynneman). 
1575. 

This book is a privately printed account of the Statutes and 
Regulations of the Free School at Thame in Oxfordshire. This 
school, which still exists, has a long and honourable history among 
the educational foundations of the country. In the reign of 
Edward VI., John Williams (born in 1500), its founder, was 
appointed Lord of the Manor of Thame. He was a supporter ot 
Queen Mary’s right to the throne as against the interests of Lady 
Jane Grey. Mary created him Lord Williams of Thame, and he 
appears to have been no less successful in securing the favour of 
Elizabeth, who made him Lord President of the Principality of 
Wales. He owed this no doubt to the consideration with which he 
had treated her in 1554, when she had been placed in his temporary 
custody. 

Lord Williams died in 1559, and was buried in the chancel of 
Thame Church in a tomb, upon which are represented the recumbent 
figures of himself and his first wife in the Elizabethan costumes of 
the period. He bequeathed to his executors, Robert Doyley and 
William Place, certain property and lands, out of the proceeds of 
which they were to erect a free school in the town of Thame, and 
“ find and maintain with the profits a master and usher for ever.” 

These executors, acting under ‘letters patent from Queen 
Elizabeth, bought land and erected the school buildings. In 1574, 
they entered into a deed of covenant with the authorities of New 
College, Oxford, whereby the management of the school was 
vested in the Warden and Scholars of that College, who covenanted 
to uphold and maintain the school for the free teaching and 
exercise of grammar and to apply any surplus profits to the upkeep 
of the buildings and the tomb of Lord Williams in Thame Church. 

Among many of its distinguished early scholars the school 
can boast of Dr. John Fell, the well-known bishop, who presented 
the University of Oxford with a complete type foundry in 1667 ; 
Mr. Justice Croke, Anthony 4 Wood, the f»mous antiquary, and 
Edward Pococke, the Orientalist. 

Schola Thamensts is one of the rarest examples of Bynneman’s 
press, only ten copies, none of which is absolutely perfect, being 
known to exist. Although his imprint does not appear on the book, 
there is no difficulty in identifying the type, while the border 

" * We propose issuing from time to time particulars of specially rare 
and out-of-the-way books, in the hope that the information given may 
possibly lead to the discovery of hitherto unrecorded copies. 
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surrounding the title (see reproduction), consisting of a large 
compartment with cherub’s head at the top, flowers and fruit in 
the corners, and a mermaid (the sign of Bynneman) below, was 
used by him in another book, Historia Breuis Thomae Walsingham, 
which he printed in 1574. 

A perfect copy of Schola Thamensis consist of 55 printed leaves 
and 18 blank leaves, five of which usually precede the title and 
thirteen are found at the end of the book. 

These blanks, which are water marked in the same way as 
the rest of the book (a crowned jug), were obviously provided for 
the insertion in manuscript of subsequent additions, or notes to the 
Regulations. The correct collation of the printed leaves is as 
follows :—Title (1 leaf, verso blank) ; Royal License of Elizabeth 
and Deeds of Covenant (12 leaves, A 4-—C 4); Statutes, &c.(30 
leaves, D 4—-K 4, L 2); the “ Rentall"’ (4 leaves, M 2—N 2); 
Appendices (6 leaves, a 2— ¢ 2); Evidences and Errata, (2 leaves). 

The copies of the book were originally uniformly bound in 

stamped calf over oak boards. This binding was an Oxford one, 
and the initials of the binder, G.K., appear on the rolls. The 
binding is one of the scarce examples where the title of the book 
appears on the outside cover under a pane of horn within a brass 
frame. This practice, comparatively few specimens of which have 
survived, commenced about the twelfth century and lasted down 
to the beginning of the seventeenth. This book is the only instance 
I know where this title label is an actual impression taken from the 
type of the title page. 


The books of the library of the Coventry Grammar School 
(circa 1602), dispersed a few years ago, had several examples among 
them of a variation of these protected book titles, in the shape of an 
inscription on the outside cover, recording the name of the donor 
of the book under a similar pane of horn. 


The copies of Schola Thamensis known to exist are as follows :— 
No. OWNER. NOTES. 
I. The Earl of Abingdon Printed on Vellum. 51 printed leaves 
(The Rentall missing.) 
Il. Bodleian Library, 34 printed leaves only, viz. :—-A4y, D—K4, 
Oxford, L 2. This copy contains a note by 
R. Rawlinson, in which he describes 
the book “as scarce and valuable as 
any manuscript.” It bears the er 
libris of John, Duke of Newcastle. 
.» The Grenville copy (G. 2465) printed on 
vellum. 276x182 mm. 53 printed 
leaves and 1 vellum blank. (Evidences 
and Errata missing). Old stamped 
binding (rebacked) with traces of the 
removal of the protected title label 
from the cover. The actual printed 
label has been preserved and pasted 
inside the cover. 


Ill. British Museum 
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IV. British Museum ... The copy formerly belonging to King 
George III. 274 «182 mm. 55 printed 
leaves, but no original blanks. Re- 
bound in half morocco. 

v. The Earl of Crawford 53 printed leaves and a portion of an 

and Balcarres. original blank leaf. (Evidences and 
Errata missing). Bound in _ the 
original stamped calf with brass corners 
and bosses, with the protected title 
label on cover. The Comerford copy 
with ex libris. 

VI. James P. R. Lyell... 51 printed leaves and 17 original blanks. 
(The Kentall missing). 282 x 190 
mm. the original stamped 
binding with brass corners and 
bosses, with the protected _ title 
label on cover under horn within 
brass frame. The wooden boards 
are lined with two vellum leaves from 
a XV. century MS., forming part of an 
educational treatise on physics, being 
one of the numerous commentaries 

: on the writings of Aristotle. 

VII. New College, Oxford . Printed on vellum. 47 printed leaves and 
5 blanks, of which four are paper and 
one vellum. (Appendices, Evidences 
and Errata missing). 

VIII. ” ... 47 printed leaves and 2 blanks. (Appen- 
dices, Evidences and Errata missing). 

. 46 printed leaves and 13 blanks. (B—B 4, 


IX. ” ” 
C 1, and the Rentall missing.) 
(N.B.—AlUl three of the New College copies 
ave in the original binding with the 
protected title label on the cover.) 
X. Lord Williams’s School Imperfect, but no particulars available. 
Thame. 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


DEAR ERATOSTHENES, 
It was with some trepidation that I asked you last month to 
allow me to write again this month. I hid written a letter full of 
challenges and criticism, and had necessarily provoked the obvious 
retort that, as I was so percipient in the matter of defaults and 
evils in the Library Association, I ought at least to show the 
remedy. Although I do not accept the implications of the retort in 
their entirety—I believe he who shows the existence of a weakness 
at least makes unobservant people aware of it, and so sets them off 
in search of reform—TI am yet willing to do my imperfect best to 
show what may be done even in these days of flux and uncertainty. 
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But, since my last letter aroused considerable interest and 
some criticism, | want to make clear my attitude and to explain the 
tone of my letter. Courtesy is a real factor in human currency, but 
there are times when unvarnished truth demands its statement 
irrespective of individual personal sensitiveness ; hence the tone I 
adopted. You may say that the deduction to be made by most 
readers is that my attitude is one of uncompromising hostility to 
the Library Association. That deduction, if made, is the very 
antipodes of the truth. 


THE NECESSARY ASSOCIATION. 

I hold the opinion strongly that the Library Association is 
necessary, even vital, to the profession; that even a loosely- 
directed organization of any set of professional men and _ their 
lay well-wishers and co-workers is infinitely to be preferred to 
the individual, 2nd therefore inchoate, activities of the units, 
however enthusiastic these may be. It is the duty of every 
librarian, of whatever grade or type, to support the Library Asso- 
ciation. Let me be understood upon that point. 

Why, then, do I not come out into the open, reveal my identity, 
fight for reform in the face of the sun, and try to gather a body of 
reformers about me? So asks Mr. Shaw in a letter which the 
Editor has sent me to read. I reply that I am a humble writer ; 
not an organiser, a debater, or an orator ; I shiver at the ordeal of 
posing a question at a meeting, should, indeed, make a hopeless 
muddle of it ; men would not follow me, as they seem to follow Mr. 
Shaw, on account of my personality. Moreover, I often feel I am 
too old for the task. I do not seek honour for any of my writings. 
I love my profession, and serve it according to the measure of my 
humble talents. So -much—forgive it !—it seems desirable to 
reply to our correspondents ; and there have been several who have 
asked similar questions. 

OUR RANGE. 

The charter of the Library Association is comprehensive, 
catholic and liberal. The men who drafted it seem to have been 
well aware of our potential needs ‘end_ possibilities. In_ brief 
recapitulation the Association undertook to unite all those who are 
engaged or interested in library work, to promote better library 
administration, to improve the qualifications and status ot librarians, 
to promote the adoption of the Acts, to promote the establishment 
of public libraries, to watch, promote and assist legislation, to 
encourage bibliographical study, to publish professional literature, 
to provide a library and museum, to certificate librarians, and to do 
everything else necessary to attain these objects. This is wide 
enough in all conscience, and if carried out would give ample scope 
for the most persistent energy on the part of the whole Association. 
There are no legal obstacles or limitations to our service. But I 
have to remember that this is war time. 
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It will be noticed at once that ore whole side of our prospective 
activity has disappeared. I mean the promotion and encourage- 
ment of bibliographical research. The Bibliographical Society 
was erected upon the omissions of the Library Association ; and 
it is an excellent body; but it restricts its work in the min to 
historical bibliography, and wh2t I my appre-iatively call the 
“ fine art " side of the subject. The practical work of bibliography 
—the questions of book-selection, the producing of select lists, and 
the manifold issues that arise in modern book production and the 
exploitation of their intrinsic values (2s ap.rt from the extrinsic), 
ought to be undertaken by the Library Association. That I 
mention in passing. 

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

If I read the charter aright it was intended to attract every 
kind of person who loved books and desired that they should be 
living factors in the community ; there was to be no exclusion of 
persons, no narrow professionalism, but a wide, general, cultured 
union of public men. scholars, librarians and students. Our 
evolution has been on intensive rather than extensive lines, how- 
ever. Once we were a predominatingly national and institutional 
librarian’s association. The municip2! librarixn hid his place in the 
Association, of course, but early he wanted more elbow-room, 
and has persistently struggled for it. He grew in numbers with the 
remarkable increase in the number of municipal libraries, and, 
gradually, to his own great loss, he elbowed out most of his non- 
municipal colleagues. They became too few, anyway, to with- 
stand his pressure. Then the Association became enmeshe.l in 
purely municipal library problems, and hours of precious time were 
spent in wrangling over the respective merits of the indicator 
and the open-shelf methods of book issues-—-the most trivial 
subject that has ever overwhelmingly absorbed any body of sane 
men. Some of the members, in order to intensify the squabble, 
formed themselves into an East End of London coterie, which 
impertinently appropriated the name of the Society of Public 
Librarians ; under which name they no doubt gave themselves 
much satisfaction, but did little good to the Library Association or 
the public library. With the increasing domination of the municipal 
librarian came the secession of nearly all non-librarians, who were 
supposed to be interested in libraries. Result : a close corporation 
of municipal librarians upon the narrowest professional lines 
uilerly without public influence. The result has nearly been fatal. 


THE FIRST STEP. 

Here, then, is our primary task : to recover the comprehensive- 
ness we have lost. This may be done in various ways ; by widening 
our programme, and by controlling our membership in certain 
directions. A rule should be made: 1, That a practising librarian 
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can be a member of the Association only in his own name ; with the 
corollary: 2, That a public library system can be represented in 
the Association only by a person who is not a practising librarian. 
This has been done by suggestion, but not by rule ; and such a rule 
should never be waived. The consequence would be a ridding of 
the Association of librarians who have no personal interest in its 
work, and a gathering in of non-librarians who may become in- 
terested. Then every library authority should be invited to 
become affiliated through one or two representatives, one of whom 
should be the chairman of the Libraries Committee. This is 
stale, | hear you remark ; but I don’t remember any systematic 
effort even in this limited direction. 
THE COUNCIL. 

The governing body suffers from inflation and want of venti- 
lation, and is inchoate and mediocre because it is chosen upon a 
wrong plan. 

It is the only council of similar importance known to me that is 
elected upon a geographical basis; so many London, so many 
provincial members. This foundation is probably useful in some 
ways—-to prevent jealousy, perhaps; but the special abilities we 
require are not so divided ; it is possible that London possesses 
twelve admirable men; I hope so, at any rate; and that the 
provinces possess twenty. But I opine that the Council should be 
drawn from anywhere, irrespective of locality. If all the best men 
are in Brixton, let us be able to elect them. You may urge that 
the Council might thereby become a clique. And I reply, would 
that clique be mote cliquey than the present Council ; and, even 
if it were, what matters—so long as it is an efficient clique ? 

My own view, too, is that the Council is too large ; the thirty 
members provided by the bye-laws become considerably more 
when the officers, presidents, &c., are added. The number becomes 
unwieldy, and, as the whole rarely comes together for two meetings 
consecutively, continuity of idea and policy is almost impossible. 
The Council should be reduced to twenty-five. 

Further, frequency of change is essential. No man, after 
he has served five years should be eligible for re-election for two 
years, except in circumstances which might be controlled quite 
reasonably. This would give the very necessary new blood. Every 
librarian and library lover should be regarded (and should be 
encouraged to regard himself) as a potential councillor. 

THE OFFICERS. 

The crux of the matter at the moment lies in the officers. I 
wish to say nothing disrespectful or unappreciative of those who 
have served us. | certainly disagree with Mr. Shaw in his statement 
that the “ lending library attitude " has hitherto prevailed amongst 
our secretaries. Mr. MacAlister, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Pacy, and even 
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Mr. Jast are essentially reference librarians ; any other view is 
merely stupid. But all these are honorary workers ; and with an 
honorary secretary great progress is impossible. I instance the 
secretary because he is the executive officer of any association. 
The office requires continual and undivided attention ; some hours 
every day are required for the fulfilling of its duties ; otherwise 
there are delays in replying to letters, and in pursuing the various 
problems that arise daily, immediately they do arise. Now, any 
librarian who has an important public office cannot afford these 
several hours, or can afford them but rarely ; and, as he is generally 
an honest man, he naturally pursues his legitimate daily duties in 
preference to the works of the Association. It is inevitable in the 
circumstances. A secretary who is nothing but secretary is a 
cardinal necessity. But, as I have said, it is wir time; and the 
man we need does not live in every street. He ought to be a man 
of experience——not necessarily literary experience, although that is 
desirable—who believes in the work, who hs youth, organizing 
capacity, business ability, a persuasive personality, and the gift of 
making a good speech. Where is that man at the moment? I 
confess, Eratosthenes, that, on looking round the men who stay at 
home to-day, | cannot find him. Others may have sharper vision. 
Again, can we pay him? 1 understand that we can, for the 
present ; and, for the future, everything else should be accommo- 
dated to securing him in office. 
THE NEW HONORARY SECRETARY, 

I have seen little of Mr. Barwick, but what I have seen L 
like much ; and I welcome cordially the news that he has become 
co-secretary with Mr. Pacy. It helps towards one of the ideals | 
have named, the recovering of our non-municipal library members. 
Not that the British Museum has ever failed us ; on the contrary. 
It is the first time, however, that a Keeper of the Printed Books 
has consented to be our secretary; and that one does so is an 
immense advantage to us. If we cannot have a paid secretary for 
the present, it is well to have an honorary secretary who holds 
so distinguished a place in his profession. 

WHAT NEXT ? 

Regarding the situation as it stands at present: What can 
we do now? Work, of course. There is much to be done. Take 
first the reconstruction throughout the country. Almost innumerable 
committees are meeting and discussing problems in which we have 
a reasonable interest. We ought to be represented on ali of these 
or get them represented in the Association. Look at the various 
war libraries, and enquire: Why are not Dr. Hagberg Wright, 
Sir Edward Ward, the Y.M.C.A., and the head of the Government 
Department who is carrying on the Prisoners of War Library, 
represented in the L.A.? All these are doing remarkable library 
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work in which our experience would be invaluable. Again, there 
is an extensive Australian library scheme for the Commonwealth 
troops now in process of organization in Westminster, and £10,000 
is to be spent on books. Where do we help here? Again, why 
is not Mr. Mansbridge on our Council ; is he not the motive force 
in the Central Library for Students ? 


That is one line that needs systematic development. 


A PROGRAMME. 


At the last Conference the series of resolutions passed was 
regarded as a manifesto of our aims, &c. Manifestly, however, it 
was quite incomplete as a statement of library policy, and gave 
equal prominence to very unequal things. We need a complete 
statement in brief and popular terms of everything the library 
movement covers ; and it should be widely and well circulated——I 
mean by the hundred thousand. How many copies of the Con- 
ference resolutions were printed? A thousand, think you ? 


PROPAGANDA. 


Offensive and defensive propaganda is an immediate necessity. 
As yet this has only gone so far as the setting up of a few con- 
tributors to <nswer occasional newspaper criticisms ; and even these 
have been inactive as a whole, although I do not forget the strenuous 
letters of Mr. Herbert Jones not long ago. What we want is a body 
of speckers and writers who will find openings for pushing our 
claims before societies, at public meetings, &c., in all parts of the 
kiegdom. Surely we have the men who cen do this? Mr. Savage's 
paper teed betore the Association of Automobile Engineers, Mr. 
Jest’s addresses at Manchester, Mr. Riddle’s address to the Bourne- 
mouth Chamber of Commerce, and some others of the kind, are 
examples of an ectivity to be system«tically pursued throughout 
the country. 

Defensive propaganda will be that which takes up and 
challenges every public criticism of libraries ; stupid speeches by 
municipal councillors, thoughtless remarks by newspaper writers, 
and hosts of similar opportunities for educational work occur. 
Every one should receive its reply, in judicious and temperate 
words. The newspapers will not always publish such replies ; 
but we have evidence that the very writing of them causes the 
newspaper editors to observe caution in admitting such criticism. 


Other directly offensive propegand: would be that which 
attempts to create » body of library opinion in districts where 
there are no libreries. It ought not to be difficult to find workers, 
to stert rewsp pe correspondence, even to get together public 
meetings on the question. There is nothing in the least undignified 
in all this useful ~ctivity. 
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SUMMARY. 


I have not nearly completed this letter, but | have over-run 
my space already ; so let me sum up, and I will continue in my next. 
We need then: A smaller and more vigorous Council, elected 
annually, war or no war, and elected because of ability and industry 
without reference to where it comes from. We need a regular 
influx of new blood by resting councillors after a certain term of 
office. We need to enlarge our programme by the inclusion of 
literature, bibliography, and the exploitation of libraries and books 
in the wider sense—leaving the discussion of technical questions 
to sections of the Association. We need, and would gain as a 
result of this, a membership of library committees and readers—l 
will develop this theme further next month. We need a definite 
statement of all we stand for, issued broadcast. We need a paid 
whole-time secretary as the deus ex machina. We need lecturers, 
writers and other workers to take up every challenge of our work. 
Especially, at the moment, do we need wise and energetic repre- 
sentation on all bodies now catering for the reading needs of the 
Forces—and they would, I believe, welcome our heip. 


AND so—— 

This is merely a preliminary framework ; there is much more 
to be said. You will say that the key-stone of the whole arch 
has not been mentioned--the Library Bill. I have not forgotten 
it. That I have said nothing of the new Education Bill and our 
relation with that. | know it. But these, and several other 


points, L will send you in my next. Meanwhile—your criticism, 
please. CALLIMACHUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
the writers of “* LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRsS.”’} 


THE SALE ROOMS. 


E are informed that the copy of the Wynkyn de Worde 
edition of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales (1498), to which we 
referred last month only lacks 18 of the 153 leaves which 

are contained in a perfect copy of this rare book. The mistake was 
due to the incorrect particulars given in the sale catalogue. 
* * * 

Speaking of catalogues, we often wonder why in their own 
interest, auctioneers do not secure the assistance of experts in the 
description of early printed books. It is difficult to name a promi- 
nent sale of recent years in which glaring errors of description 
have not appeared. 
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The only known copy of one of the books from the rare Cagli 
press was sold last year with the information volunteered that it was 
printed at Rome ! although the imprint was quite clear to anyone 
possessing even an elementary knowledge of the subject. 


* * 


Perhaps one of the most remarkable instances of insufficient, 
as distinct from inaccurate cataloguing, was seen last month when a 
number of fifteenth century tracts were sold in bundles, each con- 
taining from 1o to 18 pieces. One lot described as “ Baptista 
Mantuanus—Oratio, &c., and nine similar early printed orations,” 
was sold for {29. It was afterwards found to include an oration 
written by Bernardinus Carvajal, Oratio super praestanda Alexan- 
dro VI. obedientia ex parte Fernandi et Elizabeth habita. This tract 
of only eight leaves, contains one of the earliest references to the 
discovery of America. It was printed sometime after June, 1493, 
and only six or less copies are known to exist. If it had been 
sold separately and properly described it would have fetched many 
times the price paid for the whole of the ten tracts included in the 
lot. It will be of interest to observe the next price at which this 
Carvajal changes hands. 

* * 

The auctioneers in this particular instance can console them- 
selves with the reflection that even the authorities of the British 
Museum, in describing the Grenville copy of this tract in their 
recently issued catalogue of fifteenth century books printed at 
Rome, omit any reference (following their practice of only drawing 
attention to typographical points) to its American interest, although 
after the Columbus letters, it is one of the rarest specimens of 
Americana. 


NOTES BY A PROVINCIAL LIBRARIAN. 


| ) HEN the Library Association does bring all publishers into 

\ line in the matter of dates of publication, another little 
matter might also be suggested. A few publishers give 
bibliographical information as to the date of first and subsequent 
editions, matters of interest to intelligent readers, and of value and 
importance to bibliographers. This information should be obliga- 
tory. In addition, publishers should be reminded that a book of 
trevel without a map is the cause of much unnecessary labour and 
futi'e cursing, and so is also the absence of a good index. In some 
books by men of genius North of the Tweed a glossary for the 
Sessenech whose knowledge of languages is lamentably limited 
would be helpful. Such glossaries should however, be compiled 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 71 


by Celt and Sassenach in collaboration, the latter underlining the 
words he has not learned in intercourse with his friends or the 
Metropolitan Police. The glossary in that never ending source of 
joy, ‘‘ Wee Macgreegor,”’ will show what I mean. 

* * * 

It may be a counsel of perfection, but it would also be an 
advantage to have the author and title of a book printed on the 
first page of each section. More than once I have been unable to 
identify the book that had no cover or title page. 

* * * 

Now that so many Americans are in England librarians would 
be well advised to revise their lists of periodicals. An intelligent 
American judging the mental status of the British by the plays to 
be seen in London theatres and the periodicals on sale and in the 
public libraries, must be appalled. The average library buys 
most of the popular English monthlies, but seldom any of those 
published in America. With a few exceptions, the best English 
magazines have died, and the bulk of those now published are only 
fit for shop boys and servant girls. If a dozen of the best English 
magazines were dropped and replaced by six from the States the 
change for the better would be enormous. It seems illogical to 
select the best books for the lending library and to provide a lot of 
inane drivel for the reading rooms. 

The L.A. “ experts " should “ get busy ” on a list of periodical 
literature suitable for libraries with varying incomes, say (A) £500, 
(B) £1,000, (c) £2,000 a year. 


LIBRARY NEWS. 


_ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. | 

The author of the well-known History of English Printing, 
Mr. H. R. Plomer, is engaged at the Bodleian Library on a card 
catalogue of all English books in the Library which were published 
between 1501 and 1640, and is compiling it from the Library’s 
general catalogue. Mr. G. R. Redgrave will, it is expected, assist 
in the discovery of the names of printers and publishers. 

In connexion with our notes upon the cost of books the follow- 
ing remarks from the report of the Westminster Libraries, which has 
just been issued, are interesting. *‘During the year 1,626 volumes 
were added, 30 being gifts. This is a decrease of 781 upon the 
previous year. Under ordinary conditions the average of yearly 
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accessions is approximately 3,600. The purchases cost {427 2s. 1od, 
which works out at 5s. 3d. per volume. The corresponding figures 
last year were £541 and 4s. 7d. respectively. The number of 
soiled and worn-out books replaced is 587, costing {105 15s. _It 
is becoming increasingly diflicult to replace in reasonable time 
worn-out books owing to publishers no longer keeping large stocks 
in print. Even when reprinted popular books are frequently 
issued only in cheap form and small size, unsuitable for library use. 
Accordingly second-hand copies of original editions must be sought 
for, even at enhanced prices. This causes much delay, increased by 
the difficulty of getting the books bound, and as a consequence 
a very large proportion of the more popular books is out of circula- 
tion. It seems improbable that any improvement in this respect 
can be expected for some time, and the reduction and depreciation 
of the libary stock cannot but affect the issues and work, and 
present serious problems. The life of a popular book at this time 
is probably no more than two years or fifty issues, owing to the 
exceedingly poor quality of the paper used.” 


NOTE. 


**Weneed many libraries. There should be a Public Library, a 
Public Reference Librery, «nd Public Reading Rooms. All should 
be well stocked, the Public Library with general literature, the 
Reference Library with the very best reference books, and the 
Reading-rooms with the reviews, the magazines and the p-pers that 
count. Among the latter always should be the Socialist press, 
especially Justice. If your Library Committee will not provide 
the Socialist papers, always including Justice, the Socialist citizens 
should do it. We want technical libraries—a municipal library 
at the Council Offices, an art library at the Art School, and a 
children’s library at each of the schools. These libraries must be 
kept up to date. 

‘Then everyone should be encouraged to have his own library-— 
however small. It should be a particular function of the schools 
and of the Library Committee to stimulate the provision by the 
citizen of his own library. There are some general suggestions we 
should like to make. 

* The Public Library should keep a complete set of all Govern- 
ment publications, including ‘ Hansard.’ 

‘“* The Reading Rooms should have a writing table in each, with 
ink, pens, blotting paper, and paper. 

“Every Public Library should have a special local section. 

“The Lending Library should have the open access system. 

“The Library Committee should, by means of lectures, &c., 
encourage interest in literature and in local and national affairs.” 
~-Justice, August 15, 1918. 
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REVIEWS. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
CoRK. CARNEGIE FREE Liprary. Twenty-Fifth Annual Report, 

1917-18. 

Librarian: James WILKINSON. Population, 76,763. Income (in- 
cluding balance of 4157): 41,034 from 1d. rate, 4772. Expenditure: Books. 
binding, and periodicals, 4164 ; salaries and wages, 4453—a balance of {202 
is recorded, a very large amount on so small a balance sheet. Stock : Lending 
9,362, reference 4,634. Issues: Lending, 93,956; reference, 7,956. 

The report, which records a gratifying increase in the work of the library, 
completes the history of the 25 years for which it has been established, and 
Mr. James Wilkinson reviews the progress made. In particular he dwells 
upoa the discouraging financial conditions showing that with 76,763 people 
in Cork a penny rate produces only £772, while a similar rate for Greenock 
with 75,140, produces 41,588. The library opened with 3,542 volumes, and 
the circulation for the quarter century has been 2,327,336. 

Croypon (County BorouGH). Thirty-Ninth Annual Report of the 

Libraries Committee, 1917-18. 

Chief Librarian : W. C. BERWICK SAYERS. Population 175,765. Income 
44,643—from 1d. rate 44,279. Expenditure : Books, binding and periodicals, 
41,012 ; salaries, wages and allowances, 41,960 ; rents and loans, £328. Stock: 
Lending, 70,560; reference, 35,778. Issues; Lending, 436,818 ; reference, 
115.592. 

An active year is recorded; borrowers have increased by 5,189, and 
the total issues by 46,119, the increases being shown in every department. 
Keference is made to the use of both the news and the magazine rooms as 
Food Control offices, and it is insisted that these rooms should be restored 
as soon as circumstances permit ; and, at the same time, increased newspaper 
reading is recorded. 57 lectures, readings, &c., at three library buildings 
were given, but children’s lectures were suspended ‘‘ owing to the want of 
suitable accommodation, and to the darkness of the streets at night"; four 
exhibitions were held, at which we see iectures were given by Councillor 
J. O. Pelton, Mr. R. A. Peddie, and Mr. Sayers ; books were issued to the 
blind ; a catalogue of Surrey Deeds, and various current typical lists were 
issued ; two editions of a provisional list of a War Roll of Honour, the second 
containing 1,505 names of fallen and missing, were published. We see that 
the South Norwood Branch was closed at 7 p.m. from October to March 
owing to staff difficulties, and the unsuitability of the building in air raids. 
Various other war activities—lectures, the distribution of circulars, c., 
the provision of writing tables, issue of books to hospitals, and to soldiers 
resident or billeted in the town, and the collection of books for the Camps 
Library—-are recorded. Donations numbering 2,867 volumes, 733 pamphlets, 
and 3,700 slides and negatives’ are recorded. School children have received 
library lessons. Staff references include mention of the M.C. won by Mr. KR. 
Wright, of classes for the temporary assistants in elementary librarianship 
and business routine conducted by Mr. H. A. Sharp ; and the report concludes 
with a special resolution adopted by the Town Council expressing “ apprecia- 
tion of the work of the Chief Librarian and his staff." Statistics are given 
in the form suggested by the L.A. Includes the Upper Norwood Library 
report, which we shall note separately. 

Toronto Pusiic Liprary. Thirty-Fourth Annual Report for the 

Year 1917. 

Chief Librarian: Georce H. Locke. Population 500,000, Income 
(including £3,790 balance) 435,156—from local rate £29,217. Expenditure ; 
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Books, periodicals and binding /6,411; salaries and wages {19,441. Stock: 
Lending 211,669; reference 95,797. Issues: Lending 767,904; children’s 
libraries 355,325; reference 193,904; municipal reference 7,609. 

The principal Canadian municipal library works through a central library 
and thirteen branches, and the report we have before us is a record, most 
readably written, of generous enthusiasm and abundant energy. Children’s 
work, as is usual across the Atlantic, has a high place in its efforts, and during 
the year additions have been made to this; in particular, the basements of 
two branches have been prepared, in each a chimney built, a wide fireplace 
installed, and the rooms furnished in the old colonial style in order to give a 
comfortable and appropriate setting to the work. Withdrawn books to the 
number of many thousands were sent to the troops; and the Library Board 
gave $1,000 from its funds (fines, &c.), to the Canadian Red Cross. The 
limits of the library income are mentioned as excusing the fact that ‘‘ although 
the cost of living has so largely increased, we have not been able to advance 
the salaries to correspond with the increased burden.’ During the year the 
Ontario Library Association met in the Reference Library with a record 
attendance of 284, and from Sept. roth to Nov. roth a school for the training 
of librarians, conducted by Mr. W. O. Carson and assistants from the Library. 
was held, ‘‘ and was a decided success.” An endeavour has been made to 
interest the people in the library gardens, and botanic gardens have been 
attempted at the Wychwood and High Park branches. The text of the 
report is arranged as follows : Chairman’s report, Chief Librarian’s report, and 
individual reports from the five departments. 


TYNEMOUTH PUBLIC LiBRARY. Forty-Eighth. Annual Report, 

1917-18. 

Librarian: Atrrep Hater. No financial statement. Income £1,000. 
Stock: 27,968 volumes. Issues: 171,411 (not analysed). 

A typewritten brief resume of the year’s work, showing increased public 
demand. For the past two years the library has received only £920 out of 
the {1,000 produced by the penny rate, and the full amount has now been 
restored ; but this is still insufficient, and it is hoped that the Council will 
secure powers to levy a maximum rate of twopence in their next Parliamentary 
Bill. Reference is made to the fact that Mr. R. H. U. Potts has been gazetted 
a second-lieutenant in the Duke of Wellington’s Regiment. Mr. Hair, we 
understand, has received practical evidence of his town’s appreciation. 


FINSBURY (METROPOLITAN BorouGH). Report of the Public 
Library Committee for the year ended March 31st, 1918. In- 
cluded in the “ Quarterly Guide for Readers,” V. 25, No. 97, 
July, 1918. 


Librarian : HARRY GEORGE TURNER CANNONS. No financial statement. 
Stock : Lending, 21,660 ; reference, 10,607 ; juvenile, 4,833. Issues : Lending: 
52,283 ; reference, 51,125; juvenile, 34,838—an increase over all of 4,737. 

Emphasis has been laid on the topical and special collection of the 
library ; a collection of 500 business books was formed, and a classified 
annotated guide to these was issued and widely appreciated ; technical litera- 
ture has received many accessions ; and the report quotes an appreciative 
review of its music section (2,582 volumes) from Musical Opinion. An 
exhibition of war trophies has been held. 

The bulk of the number of the Quarterly Guide in which the above report 
appears consists of a classified list of Military Text Books, arranged, under 
broad headings first, and then minutely dissected in an analytical subject 
index. Librarians who wish to see a piece of rea/ “ dictionary *’ cataloguing— 
a name which is often claimed for mere alphabetical entries—might do well to 
consult this capital little work. 
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Norwicu (City). Annual Report of the Public Library Committee 
for the year ended 31st March, 1918. 


City Librarian ; Gro. A. STEPHEN. Income: {£1,973—from rate £1,763. 
Expenditure : Books, periodicals and binding, £425 ; salaries, £774. Issues: 
Lending, 127,697 ; reference, 11,168—an over all increase of 15,713. 

A well-documented and interesting report, showing that in spite of the 
war, many activities and developments, including the publication of several 
annotated special lists, the establishment of a school collection of pictures, 
lectures to senior scholars from the schools by the City Librarian and others, 
a considerable expansion of the fine local collection, increase in the collection 
of the county photographic survey, the issue of books to the blind, the collec- 
tion of books for the Camps Library, six free public lectures of excellent 
quality, work with University Extension, the W_E.A., and the Prehistoric 
Society of East Anglia, the strengthening of the commercial and technical 
sections, and the issue of books to soldiers in the local camps and hospital 
in appreciation of which Lieut-Col. O’Meara presented a wax model of part of 
the Somme battle-field. Thirty lectures for the young soldiers of the city 
were arranged at the request of the military authorities, and were successful. 
A collection of material is being made for the Imperial War Museum. The 
staff consists of temporary women assistants. Much of the cataloguing 
and classification work is in abeyance owing to lack of trained workers. 
The report concludes with a warm appreciation of the work of Mr. Stephen, 
and from our brief mention of his many-sided work our readers will agree 


that he well deserves it. 
GENERAL BOOKS. 
GeorGE, W. L. A Novelist on Novels. Cr. 8vo., pp. 245. W. 
Collins, Sons & Co., Ltd. 1918. 6s. net. 


Mr. George disserts pleasantly on his own profession and the chances of 
his contemporaries in winning a place in the front rank of it. Perhaps his 
chapter on ‘“‘ Who is the Man” is the most interesting. In it the faults, 
virtues, possibilities and staying power of Messrs. J. D. Beresford, Gilbert 
Cannan, E. M. Forster, D. H. Lawrence, Compton Mackenzie, Oliver Onions 
and Frank Swinnerton are freely discussed. Other well-known writers of the 
day are mentioned incidentally. Of women only two receive more than 
passing praise, namely Miss Amber Reeves and Miss Sheila Kaye Smith, 
But if we could mention omissions, we can at least assert that Mr. George’s 
verdicts as far as they go, are both fair and informative. So is his little 
essay on form and the novel. ‘‘ Ashamed as we are of the novel with a 
purpose,” he writes, ‘‘ we can no longer write novels without a purpose. We 
need to express the motions of the world rather than its contents. While the 
older novelists were static, we have to be kinetic: is not the picture palace 
here to give us a lesson that the waxworks which delighted our grandfathers 
have gone?’ There is the true spirit of the matter in a nut-shell. 


GossE, EpmMunD C. B. Three French Moralists and the Gallantry 


of France. Cr. 8vo., pp. xix., 175. Heinemann. 1918. 6s. net. 

The author’s avowed intention in this volume is “ to trace back to its 
source, or to some of its sources . .  . the spirit of gallantry which inspired 
the young French officers at the beginning of the war,”’ yet these three very 
able studies of La Rochefoucauld, La Bruyere, and Vauvenargues are worthy 
to stand for their own sake, without being linked up with present day attitudes 
and emotions. Of the three studies the first appeals most widely from the 
biographical point of view, the last from the emotional and patriotic point of 
view. The authors of the Maximes,” the “ Caractéres,”’ and the 
“ Reflexions * have certainly typified in their lives and writings the true spirit 
of La France, and Mr. Gosse has done a service to the entente relations in 
os this truth clearly to our vision during the momentous issues of 
t 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


+6 


Lispy, WALTER. AnIntroduction to the History of Science. 
Illus. Cr. 8vo., pp. 300. 1918. Harrap & Co. 5s. net. 

The author of this interesting little work is professor of science in the 
Carnegie Institute of Technology. He co-ordinates the various sciences, 
and shows, by a simple history of their typical developments, how that 
history gives a clue to the purpose and necessity of the theories the student is 
expected to master. The successive chapters trace the first applications of 
science to practical needs in Egypt and Babylonia, the influence of abstract 
thought as shown in Aristotle, the application of theory in Rome by Vitruvius, 
the Church and the Articles in the mediaval period, Bacon and his classifica- 
tion, the rise of scientific method in Gilbert, Galileo, Harvey and Descartes ; 
and so each aspect and phase of scientific development is brought out and 
explained briefly. An excellent book for young students. 

Scott, CHARLES A. ANDERSON, M.A., D.D. Dominus Noster. 
A Study in the Progressive Recognition of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 8vo., ix.+-232 pp. Heffer & Sons, Ltd., Cambridge. 
1918. 6s. net. 

Dr. Anderson Scott, who occupies the Chair of New Testament Language, 
Literature and Theology at Westminster College, Cambridge, has in this 
volume made a notable addition to theological literature. He presents 
us with a sketch that is at once arresting and fresh. It argues well for the 
students of the Presbyterian Church of England that they should be under 
the guidance of one who, while jealous to preserve the essential verities of our 
faith, is able to take advantage, with such discriminating and scholarly 
appreciation, of all the more reliable data of modern theological research. 
In his study of the New Testament documents, he isolates the central theme 
and concentrates our attention on Jesus, summarising with skilful hand a 
life which resulted in a carpenter’s son from an obscure country village being 
proclaimed as the Incarnate Son of God, the Saviour of the world, and One 
whom countless thousands were destined to worship throughout the succeeding 
ages. 

In four chapters, which are all too short, he discusses Jesus the Man, 

Jesus and the Messianic Hope, Jesus “ the Lord,” and Jesus ‘‘ the Saviour.” 

One of the most incisive pieces of constructive criticism is to be found in the 

introduction to the third chapter, in the opening passages of which he describes 

how after Pilate had washed his hands and turned to the next business, the 
followers of Jesus melted away. He points out the catastrophic nature of 
the tragedy, only to rivet our attention with the marvellous transformation 
that came over the scene within six short weeks of the Crucifixion. The same 

little band, but now transported with joy and enthusiasm. Was it only a 

nine days’ wonder that made the idle crowds collect to enquire the cause of 

such a phenomenon? No! 

“We find the same people, now forming a closely knit and self 
conscious society, distinguished from those around them by the strange 
qualities of joy, content, thankfulness, and above all a mutual affection, 
a Every effort is made to silence, even to destroy them. But 
nothing can shake their constancy or diminish their exulting confidence 
that a new era has dawned, that life for them is new.” 

A short but adequate index and a list of references, are added to this 
excellent little book, which we trust is only the forerunner of others from the 
same pen, 


Good Stories from Oxford and Cambridge. Compiled by T. SELBY 
HenrReEY, with an Introduction by Sir HERBERT WARREN. 
Cr. 8vo., pp. 255. Simpkin, Marshall. 1918. 3s. 6d. net. 


A collection of humour including University stories, public school-boy 
stories, others uttered by great Churchmen, old chestnuts for young preachers 
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and so forth. Here is a specimen from the last-mentioned chapter, and it is 
not the worst: ‘A young evangelist in the course of an emotional address 
exhorted his hearers not to leave the mission-hall without clean hearts, pure 
hearts, loving hearts, and—-sweethearts ! ” 


LEACOCK, STEPHEN. Frenzied Fiction. Cr. 8vo., pp. 240. John 
Lane. rg18. 4s. net. 

Mr. Stephen Leacock has given us all manner of good things in his latest 
volume, which does not contain a single dull page, and abounds in brilliancy 
and satire. “My Revelations as a Spy’ * bubbles over with trenchant 
humour. ‘‘ How Five Men went Fishing ” is an entertaining variation of an 
old theme, containing such neat raps as: ‘In any fishing party there is 
always a lawyer. You can tell him at sight. He is the one of the party who 
has a landing net and a steel rod in sections with a wheel that is used to wind 
the fish to the top of the water.” ‘ The Errors of Santa Claus ” contains a 
true touch concerning the appropriateness of Christmas gifts. We recommend 
the book to all in need of a hearty laugh, assuring them that they will get an 
intellectual treat as well. 

The Development of British Landscape Painting in Water Colours. 
Edited by CHARLES Hotme. Text by ALEXANDER J. Fiv- 
BERG and E, A. TAYLOR. Quarto. pp. 36, 3 plates xxiv. 
Ry Studio Ltd. 1918. 5s. net. 

Studio, Ltd.,” is to be congratulated on yet another beautiful 
aia gt mg with perfectly produced and excellently chosen coloured 
plates, both restful and refreshing after some of the disturbing and revolu- 
tionary works of the up-to-date war artists. Mr. Finberg’s article on the 
* Development of British Landscape Painting in Water-colours " is in every 
way helpful and informative. The course of development of the subject 
matter of British landscape painting in water colour started, he assumes, 
“with an object of recording as clearly and accurately as was possible the 
appearance of buildings and places, and it did this, not for purely artistic 
reasons, but in the interests of antiquarian, archeological, historical or 
geographical information ; by the side of this place-recording activity there 
sprang up a series of painters who aimed at the production of landscape 
as the means of artistic and emotional expression: we then find these two 
groups acting on each other, the poetical school teaching the topographers 
style, design, ‘‘ atmosphere,” and emotion, and the topographers directing 
the attention of the poetical painters to the observation and study of nature 
and the expression of their own personal emotions ; and the outcome of this 
process is the present school of British landscape painters in water-colours, 
which attempts, both in its highest and in its lowest efforts, to do full justice 
to the progressive demands which the educated public has thus learned to 
make on the artist.” 

Section 4 deals with some dozen water-colour painters of the past; 
Section 5 with the work of to-day ; fourteen English painters are represented 
by illustrations and ten Scottish painters. The production in its entirety 
is worthy of unqualified praise. 


VANDERVELDE, EmiLe. Three Aspects of the Russian Revolution. 
Translated by Jean E. H. Findlay. Cr. 8vo., pp. 281. George 
Allen & Unwin, Ltd. rgr18. 5s. net. 

The author, a member of the Belgian Government, accompanied by 

M. Louis de Broukere, the Belgian Socialist, and Lieutenant de Mann, 

travelled to Petrograd in May, 1917, and remained some five weeks in Russia 

studying the position of affairs under the auspices of the Provisional Govern- 
ment. A short first chapter gives the general trend of the Revolution, the 
second a fuller and very informative account of the Revolution in the 
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Factories, followed by discussions on the Revolution in the Armies, and on 
the general political situation. The memorandum of the Belgian Socialists 
submitted to the Dutch Scandinavian Commission forms an Appendix. An 
enlightening little work on one phase of a very unstable and quickly shifting 
scene. The translation is adequate, but there is no index. 


WILKINSON, SPENCER. Government and the War. Cr. 8vo., pp. 

xi., 268. Constable & Co., Ltd. rg18. 6s. net. 

A collection of chapters on war subjects, three of which, dealing with 
“What is War?” and “ England and Germany ” (2) being here printed for 
the first time. Much of the material was given in the form of lectures over 
the period commencing November, 1909, to October, 1917. The last chapter 
republished from “ The Nineteenth Century and After,” appeared first in 
January, 1918. The author is well-known for his sound and reliable views. 
He has given a considerable number of years, he says, to informing the people 
of Britain that their army was not ready for war, their navy was not ready, 
and their Government was not ready. The last words are the keynote to 
his teaching: ‘ Victory cannot be won by a Government of amateurs. A 
Government that seeks victory must begin by entrusting the conduct of the 
war to men who understand war.” 


FICTION. 


BERESFORD, J. D. God’s Counterpoint. Cr. 8vo., pp. 370. W. 

Collins, Sons & Co., Ltd. 1918. 6s. net. 

In Mr. Beresford’s new novel sturdy Cupid has dropped his bow and 
arrows and leads by a galling chain a most unwilling votary to the altar. 
We should have liked Philip Maning better if Georgie Wood had been able to 
knock common sense and a little healthy animalism into him at the time of his 
plunge into matrimony, but as this appears to have been impossible we have 
perused with some distaste an exceptionally clever rendering of a pathological 
study in the form of a novel instead of a scientific treatise. 

Mr. Beresford’s analytical dissection is merciless, but we would rather 
he had handed his patient to the tender cares of the medical faculty than have 
impaled him liked a winged insect on a pin, baring his ungainly wriggles to 
the vulgar gaze. Evelyn, who seems sane enough, fails to cure his vapourings, 
and Hélene’s method is drastic in its baldness. Could not Mr. Beresford 
produce better values from such genius as he possesses ? 


Binns, OttwEt_. A Sin of Silence. Cr. 8vo., pp. 313. Ward, 

Lock & Co., Ltd. 1918. net. 

Delia Rossington is saved from drowning by Roger Bassett, to whom 
she is greatly attracted. She marries, however, Anthony Carew, his half- 
brother, only to find that he has deceived her, having with the aid of an accom - 
plice rid himself of his possible rival by underhand means. Anthony's 
atonement brings the book to a happy close. 


Ficers, DARRELL. Children of Earth. Cr. 8vo., pp. 303. Maunsell 
and Co., Ltd. rgr8. 

An Irish story in which stormy elements play an important part. Nancy 
Flaherty has two lovers, the primitive Eoghan and James Burke, the school- 
master. She marries the latter and receives the former's curse. A tragic 
story in a wild and poetic vein. 


Fitzroy, A. T. Despised and Rejected. Cr. 8vo. C. W. Daniel, 
Ltd. 5s. net.- 


A study in abnormalities which, though skilfully worked out, is hardly a 
suitable book for the shelves of the ordinary library 
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FLETCHER, J. S. Paul Campenhaye. Cr. 8vo., pp. 319. Ward, 

Lock & Co., Ltd. 1918. 5s. net. 

A volume of short stories told by a specialist in criminology. Imitation 
pearls, poisoned grapes, a tobacco box with a mysterious inscription, a lost 
ring, and a champagne bottle are some of the stage properties used in these 
exciting and mysterious episodes. 

Hume, Fercus. The Black Image. Cr. 8vo., pp. 318. Ward, 
Lock & Co., Ltd. 5s. net. 

The statue in the gloomy Sanctuary at Grenacer Hall had the unpleasant 
habit of closing one leaden hand, which boded ill to the family. A mystery 
both dire and shameful hung upon this threatening gesture. and Mr. Hume’s 
readers will turn his pages feverishly to get the solution of the sinister plot 
which keeps two loving couples from their happiness. 

TYNAN, KATHARINE. My Love's but a Lassie. Cr. 8vo., p. 304. 

Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd. rg18. 5s. net. 

Mrs. Tynan’s touch is usually so sure and so attractive that it is difficult 
to quibble with her on the score of coincidence, of which there is too much in 
this story. Also, Sir James Beauclerk was charmed and justly so, with 
Sylvia Trehearne, and it seems impossible that his son, to whom he was 
devoted, should not have consulted him about his marriage with her. Berta 
Schmidt is an ugly personality in an otherwise readable though not very 
plausible tale. 

WALLACE, EpGAR. Those Folk of Bulboro’. Cr. 8vo., pp. 304. 

Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd. ror8. 5s. net. 


Bulboro was a “ Discolouration at the bottom of a great saucer,”’ and 
thither came Anthony Manton, a young but stern doctor with an Eastern 
servant. He soon managed to get himself disliked by his patients, the 
narrow townsfolk. The plot of the story is not so good as we have come to 
expect from this author, but his characters are excellently well drawn. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


NORTH-WESTERN BRANCH. 


About 20 members attended the quarterly meeting held at 
Warrington on 25th July, by invitation of the Museum 
Committee. The members were received at the Museum by Mr. 
Charles Madeley, curator and librarian, and some of them, under his 
guidance, made an interesting visit to the Parish Church. Mr. 
Archibald Sparke, F.R.S.L. (President) occupied the chair at the 
meeting, and was supported by the Mayor (Alderman Sir Peter 
Peacock) and others. The Mayor, in welcoming the delegates, 
expressed his pleasure that the Library Association, even in war 
time, was being kept fully alive. The first paper on the agenda, 
read by the President, was entitled “ Broken Arcs.’ The essayist 
applied this phrase of Browning's to the lives of men and women 
of literary genius whose promise never attained its full perfection - 
Rupert Brooke, Emily Bronté, Chatterton, Keats, Poe, Francis 
Thompson, Dowson and others, his brief review of their lives and 
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work being greatly appreciated. ‘‘ The Library in Fiction "’ was 
dealt with by the Hon. Secretary in the second paper. The writer 
briefly outlined the books and passages in recent works with a 
library interest, or in which direct reference is made to public 
libraries, ‘‘ Probation,” ‘‘ Miss Lucy,’ The Rose-garden Husband,” 
“ Queen,” “ Rudder Grange,” and others. He thought that such 
references to libraries in modern works proved that public recogni- 
tion of their usefulness was becoming more general. Small exhibits 
added considerably to the interest of the meeting, and appeals were 
made for the co-operation of the libraries in the collection and 
distribution of suitable books to local military hospitals, under the 
scheme known as ‘‘ War Libraries,’ and on behalf of the Library for 
the Blind. The delegates were afterwards hospitably entertained 
to tea at the Winmarleigh Café by Mr. T. J. Ridgway, Chairman of 
the Warrington Museum Committee. 


The next Preliminary Test will be beld on Wednesday afternoon, 
oth October, 1918, at Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W., and at other 
centres in the provinces and abroad. Entrance fee, 2s. 6d. Last 
day of entry, 14th September, 1918. 

Correspondence Classes, each consisting of ten fortnightly 
lessons, will begin in October as follows :--Section 1, Literary 
History (two courses), (a) General ; (6) Special Period (1870-1910) ; 
Section 2, Practical Bibliography. Section 3, Classification. 
Section 4, Cataloguing. Section 5, Library History and Organisa- 
tion. Section 6, Library Routine. Fees ros. per course (15s. for 
foreign students). 

Copies of the Syllabus, together with all particulars, can be 
obtained on application to Ernest A. Baker, M.A., D. Lit.. Honorary 
Secretary, Education Committee of the Library Association, 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W. 1. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“ CALLIMACHUS " AND THE L.A. 
To the Editor of Tue Liprary WorLD. 

S1R,-Your correspondent, “ Callimachus,” has over- 
shot the mark, on one point, in his letter in your August issue. The 
special Education Committee appointed in 1913 did meet, did 
report, and its recommendations are now, more or less, in force. 
There are two very practical results of its work :—(r) Improved 
methods of examination; (2) the preliminary examination. A 
third result is in process of evolution. 

I may state that the demand for the special education com- 
mittee was started by me because | saw the necessity for reform, 
and at the same time I wanted to grade my staff and make the 
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possession of L.A. certificates the justification for promotion from 
grade to grade. I realized that 1 could not do that unless the 
assistants had facilities for study and the system of examination 
was above reproach. 

In this year, three years after the special committee's recom- 
mendations have been adopted, our Council has sent a circular to 
librarians suggesting a grading of staffs. To the question, ‘‘ Was 
the special committee helped or obstructed by the Council ? ” the 
answer is, it was greatly helped by the Council, and its recommenda- 
tions were accepted in preference to those of the Education Com- 
mittee. The latter body and its Hon. Secretary came very badly 
out of the ordeal. 

I have enjoyed reading the letters of your correspondents with 
classical names. May I suggest that they have now written long 
enough, and should try a more active means of bringing about the 
reforms they desire. A reformer comes out into the open and 
organizes ; a grouser contents himself with writing anonymous or 
pseudonymous letters. 

Allow me to suggest a practical course to your correspondents, 
The only way to carry reforms is by electing men to the Council who 
will support a definite programme. In other words you must 
begin at the elections. How will the following do for a programme ? 

A reorganized Council and an unfettered journal. 

1. The division of the Council into London and provincial 
members to be abolished. 

2. The Council to be reduced to 25 elected members. The 
secretaries of branches and a limited number of members 
of library committees to be co-opted. 

3. The first meeting of each new Council to be held on the 
opening day of the Annual Conference to discharge the 
following business :-— 

(1) Elect Chairman, Treasurer, Secretary and Vice- 
Presidents. 

(2) Appoint Committees. 

(3) Fix date and place of monthly meetings. (The 
meetings of Council to be held at places con- 
venient for the majority, and travelling expenses 
to be paid.) 

(4) All the committees to meet during the Conference 
week to elect chairmen and secretaries. 

(5) The Council to meet on the final day of Conference 
to consider and confirm (or reject) the Committees’ 
recommendations. 

Now, Callimachus, form an election committee and _ select 
candidates for nomination who will support that policy. The 
election will be a lively one, and quite a lot of people will be con- 
verted to the advantages of election circulars, but the effect on the 
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Council will be magical. Your candidates may not get in, but the 
action will bring possible men to the surface. At the present time 
one portion of the Council think that they cannot be removed, and 
the other portion think that they should not, and therefore will not 
be removed. Hence the stagnation. Some members may affect 
disgust and resign, but they will come back. They will not be 
able to do without a real live L.A. Our Association, even at its 
sleepiest period, has been of more use to many of the “ superior "’ 
brethren than they have been to it. 

Let me express pleasure at the news that Mr. G. F. Barwick 
has consented to act as Joint Hon. Secretary of the Association. 
There is now a hope that he and Mr. Pacy will be able to lift the 
Association out of the lending library rut that former holders of the 
office dropped it into. They knew no better. 


Yours faithfully, 
LIVERPOOL PUBLIC LIBRARIES, GEO. T. SHAW. 
REFERENCE LIBRARY, 
WILLIAM BROWN STREET. 
August 27th, 1918. 


MNEMONIC CLASSIFICATION. 


To the Editor of Tuk LipRARY Worvb. 
DEAR SiR,—" Classifier writes that | delight “ in outraging 
the simple rule that each class should be mutually exclusive : thus, 
‘ Libraries’ can be found under Greek, History, Juveniles, &c.” 
After the word “ Libraries " I put in parentheses the word “ collec- 
tions,’ which, | hoped, made it clear that I referred to those sets of 
books that deal, each set, with a particular branch of knowledge, 
such, for instance, as The Cambridge Library of Modern History, 
which, of course, has nothing to do with A Library of Modern 
Science. 

“ Classifier” objects to my putting Emigration under Vital 
Statistics. I intended to do so only for the Vital Statistics of 
Emigration. Emigration itself, the subject, would appear as a 
sub-division under Colonization, even as Marriage, the vital 
Statistics of it, appears under Vital Statistics, although as a subject 
it appears under Family. It is a simple rule that each class should 
be mutually exclusive, but it is a rule with exceptions. In any 
library historical works are found in the Reference Room; but 
they are also found in a part of the library reserved for them. 
Vital Statistics is a growing subject, and needs, I believe, a place for 
itself. “‘ Classifier "’ writes, “‘ When you know that Emigration is a 
part of Vital Statistics and that the latter begins with V and the 
former with E, you have discovered how to find Emigration.” 
Personally, | do know that Vital Statistics begins with V and 
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Emigration with E, and if I desired to learn the vital statistics as 
regards emigration of a country, I should be only too delighted if, 
going to a library, I could immediately go to 5S, their Sociology 
section, and there in press V find on shelf E the information that 
I wanted. 

“Classifier '’ objects to my phonetic spelling : “ Fotography, 
Katalogs, Kinema, &c.,”" his ef cetera giving the impression that 
phonetic spelling is an essential part of the scheme. The three 
instances he gives are the only ones in 300, and of these Kinema is 
rather the original than a phonetic spelling. 

“ Classifier ’’ objects to my having one or two letters reserved 
for subjects of a general nature, for subjects that do not naturally 
fall into any of the larger groups, for unknown new subjects or 
those that are peculiar to the particular library. This, I am in- 
clined to think, is an advantage rather than otherwise. Subjects 
like Folk-lore, Heraldry, Numismatics, the Occult, do not imme- 
diately fall into place in any of the main groups. It is convenient, 
therefore, to have a rubbish-heap, somewhat as Abraham Lincoln 
had a large envelope in his law-office at Springfield, on which he 
wrote, “ If you don’t find it anywhere else, look in here.”’ 

“ Classifier "’ says, ‘‘ Giving symbols is a minor practical detail 
and has nothing to do with classification as such.’ This may be 
true of meaningless symbols, but in the mnemonic classification the 
giving of symbols has everything to do with classification, since the 
symbols indicate the arrangement of books throughout the library. 

“ Classifier’s *’ main objection is that an alphabetical mnemonic 
classification does not show the relation between subjects. He lists 
my first seven divisions, Art, Biography, Christianity, Dictionaries, 
English literature, Fiction, Greek literature, and adds: ‘‘ What 
co-ordination is here ? What is the relation of art to biography, of 
Christianity to dictionaries,’ and so on. None, that I am aware of, 
nor does there pretend to be. Classification brings co-ordinate 
things into a class, but it does not necessarily establish a relation 
between the classes. This is particularly true of literary classifi- 
cation. 99 people out of a too who use a library wish to get a 
definite book, say an historical work, and they do not care whether 
the history section is next to or across the room from philosophy or 
any other subject. Imagine their relief if they could go at once, 
say in the Reading Room of the British Museum, to a section marked 
H, and there on press E find the English History they came for. I 
have used the Jewish Encyclopedia there on an average twice a 
month in the last two years, but even now I have to search for it or 
am obliged to ask an attendant, who is “ not sure whether it is 
2014 or 2015, or somewhere along there.’ Whereas if once I knew 
that the Jewish Encyclopedia was shelf E (Encyclopedias), press H 
(Hebrew), in the C—Christianity and Judaism section, I should be 
inclined to know it for all time. 
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I did not use the word “ co-ordination,” but spoke of bringing 
co-ordinate things into classes as being the first property of classifi- 
cation. | can find no dictionary to support “ Classifier’s " con- 
tention that classification aims at showing the relation between 
things when so brought together. Brown says: “ Classification 
may be defined as the art of placing one copy of a book in that part 
of a library where all similar books on the same subject are kept.”’ 
‘ Classifier '’ does not state whether he prefers the narrow classifica- 
tion afforded by the decimal system or the broader classification 
afforded by the alphabet. If he prefers the latter, I gather that he 
sees very little advantage in letting A represent Art, B represent 
Biography, T Traveis, &c., but would as soon that T stood for Art, 
A for Biography, and B for Travels. 

The Editor of Tuk LIBRARY WorRLD has kindly offered to 
reprint later the classes and sub-sections as they appeared in the 
July number, but with J, K, L, N, R, S, T, U, V, Y changed about. 
The main classes now are: Art, Biography, Christianity, Dic- 
tionaries, &c. (not in the Reference-room), English literature, 
Fiction, Greek literature, History, Industries, Jurisprudence, 
Knowledge (special branches), Latin literature, Modern literature, 
Natural sciences, Oriental literature, Philosophy, Quartos and rare 
books generally, Reference-room, Sociology, Travels and voyages, 
Useful sciences, Verticle-file (for pamphlets), Weeklies and monthlies, 
X =Unknown new subjects, Young, the (books for), Z = Newspapers. 
Faithfully yours, 

ROBINSON SMITH. 


“ ERATOSTHENES " AND HIS CRITICS. 
To the Editor of THe Liprary Wor 

Dear Sir,—I do not know who “ Eratosthenes "’ is, but his 
contributions to the pages of THE LIBRARY WoRLD are certainly 
among its most interesting and useful features. Whilst one may 
not always agree with him, most librarians will appreciate his 
entertaining and generally very practical views. 

With reference to reserving books of fiction——it may be of 
interest to your readers to know that at Halifax any class of book 
is reserved, and so far no difficulty has arisen. Regarding fines, 
it is interesting to know that Bexhill has abolished them. But it 
would be more interesting still to hear how the return of overdues 
is secured without enforcing a financial penalty. 

The more freedom and the fewer restrictions in our libraries 
and the more successful and popular they are likely to be. 


Yours faithfully, 


Pustic LipRary, HALIFAX, E. GREEN. 
August 2nd, 1918. 


BOOKS FOR SALE. 


STARK, J. 


GRAFTON & Co., Antiquarian Department, 
7, COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C. 1. 


Picturesque Views on and near the 
Eastern Coast of England; 
largest paper, plates on India 
paper, proofs before letters, 
red morocco gilt, gilt tooled 


Prices Net. 
Postage extra. 
BaRING-GOULD, S Curious Myths of the Middle Ages 3,6 
BEATSON .. With Wellington in the Pyrenees..  4/- 
BRUNET Manuel du Libraire, 4 Vols., 8vo 
half-calf, Paris, 1814 . 126 
CRAIG History of Oratory in Parliament, 
1213-1913 3/0 
EMERSON'S WoRKS 12 Volumes in 4. Routledge, 
1903 ; leather binding, shabby 10/6 
FIELD, MICHAEL .. The Father’ s Tragedy, Loyalty or 
Love, William Rujus, 1st Ed. 4/0 
Hans WEIDITz H. Rottinger, with Plates, 8vo., 
paper as issued ; 1904 7/6 
HartLey, C. G. .. A Record of Spanish Painting 5/- 
Hawets, H. R. Music and Morals 3/6 
HERRIOT, EDWARD Madame Recamier, 2 Vols. 6/6 
JEFFERIES, RICHARD After London, 1908 30 
KIPLING Kim, tst Edition 12/6 
—— ~~ Actions and Reactions, 1st Ed. 86 
Lysons, S. Gloucestershire Antiquities, en- 
graved title, plates, some 
coloured, half-roan, uncut, 
folio; 1804 .. 30/- 
MACDONALD, GEORGE Prince and the Goblin .. 3/- 
SHaw, G. B. John Bull and His Other Island 
and Major Barbara, 1907 .. 7/6 
SICHEL, EDITH .. Later Years of Catherinede Medici  4/- 
SKELTON, J. Engraved Iilustrations of Anti- 
quities of Oxfordshire, from 
original drawings, engraved 
title and plates, maroon mo- 
rocco, gilt, g.e., imp. 4to; 
SLATER, J. H. .. How to Collect Books 3/6 
SMITH, T. ROGER Architecture, Gothic and Renais- 
sance ( Art Text Books) 4/- 


borders, inside dentelles 1834 {£2 2/- 


iii, 


BOOKS ON THE GREAT WAR. 


Vol. V. (in preparation). By F. W. T. LANGE, £1 Is. net. 
“A most useful annotated register of foreign and English publications.” 
--Atheneum. 


‘The work is likely to be the Standard Bibliography of this War, and 
reflects the greatest credit on the author's industry, insight and 
power of classification. It deals not only with English books, but 
contains a wonderful list of foreign treating of the various phases 


of the War, with many illuminating annotations. Future historians 


of the War, or any part of it, will find this monumental work an 
absolute necessity." —The Norwood News. 


‘The work on which you are engaged is one of the great departments — 


by which the high interests of the community are advanced.” 
—Rev. Jas. Tuomas, Metropolitan District Secretary, The British 
and Foreign Bible Society. 


“It will be invaluable to all of us now and hereafter, and I am sure all 
book-men are greatly in your debt.’’-—W. C. BERWICK SayERs, Esq., 
F.L.A., Chief Librarian, Croydon Public Libraries. 


* Your work will be most valuable later on, and is very useful for present 
needs.—B. KETTLE, Esq., Chief Librarian, Guildhall Library, E.C. 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 8, Coptic Street, London, W. C1 I 


BOOK END-PAPERS 


FANCY LININGS AND COVERS. 


A variety of artistic and useful papers always in stock, 
including ‘‘Carrara,” “ Sicilian,” Floral and other patterns. 


c= SPECIAL DESIGNS PREPARED. — 
SKETCHES & SUGGESTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Patterns and Prices on application. 


WILLIAM BROWN & Co. Limited, 


36-42, ST. MARY AXE, LONDON, E.c. 3. 


Printed by Brown & Co., Ltd., 36-42, St. Mary Ane, London, 3, Published tur 
the Proprietors by GRAPTON & Co., 8, Coptic Street, Bloomsbury, London, W.C. 1. 


